Messages from Overseas Research Institutions (1)

The message from Dr. Ronald N. Germain
To Professor Akira, members of the IFReC, and colleagues at Osaka University

Congratulations on the occasion of the completion of the beautiful new Integrated
Life Sciences Building that will house many of the investigators of the IFReC and
provide an extraordinary environment for the cutting edge - may | say 'visionary' -
research in imaging of the immune system that will be conducted as part of this
program.

| have been privileged to be named a foreign associate of the IFReC and have already
benefited greatly in my own research by interactions with IFReC colleagues at the
several symposia that have taken place in Osaka, as well as by the support provided
for research fellows in my laboratory.

| am also very pleased that my former associate Dr. Masaru Ishii is part of the IFReC
and will share in the benefits of this new research facility.

| look forward to visiting the new building myself in the near future and spending
many hours in exciting and productive discussions about the immune system with
my colleagues.

The international aspect of the IFReC is one of its strongest attributes and | am
grateful as a foreign member to have this opportunity to recognize and praise this
important milestone in the program's progress.

With very best regards and wishes for continued success

Ronald N. Germain, M.D., Ph. D.

Chief, Lymphocyte Biology Section, Laboratory of Immunology

Director, Program in Systems Immunology and Infectious Disease Modeling (PSIIM)
National Institute of Health, National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases
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Messages from Overseas Research Institutions (2)

The message from Dr. Jason Cyster

Dear Professor Akira,

My congratulations from across the
Pacific to you and your colleagues on
the opening of the Integrated Life
Science Building at Osaka

University. This is an exciting moment
for Japanese immunology as the new
building and laboratories are certain to
invigorate the scientific collaborations
and interactions that are taking place
within the IFReC, further enabling you
to 'build' on the enormous
contributions of Dr. Kichimoto and
other Japanese pioneers of the
molecular immunology revolution.

| look forward to continuing
collaborative interactions with your
and other groups in IFReC and to
visiting your handsome new building
during the upcoming International
Immunology Congress.

Jason Cyster

Professor of

Microbiology and Immunology
University of California, San Francisco

The message from
Dr. Ulrich H. von Andrian

Dear Dr. Akira,

I'm writing to express my congratulations
and very best wishes on the happy
occasion of the opening of the new
Integrated Life Science Building of IFReC
at Osaka University. Although the official
inauguration of IFReC has occurred only
relatively recently, the illustrious group of
immunologists you have assembled in the
Center has already made an enormous
impact in many areas of

Immunology. Given its current trajectory,
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as a major new powerhouse

in international immunology. With the
opening of the new research building,
IFReC investigators will have access to
cutting-edge facilities and unique
resources in a professional environment
that fosters scientific discussion and
collegial interactions at all levels. No
doubt, this is a very positive step

that should further boost the already
remarkable productivity of the Center.
Congratulations on having created

this worldclass scientific institution!

Ulrich H. von Andrian, M.D.
Mallinckrodt Professor of
Immunopathology,

Harvard Medical School

The message from Dr. Fritz Melchers

"The cells of the immune system can be loners who travel from the sites of
their birth in bone marrow and thymus as single cells through the blood to
the sites of their action in lymphoid organs and other places of emergencies.
In an attack against infectious invaders, allergens, tumor antigens, antigens
of transplanted tissues, or sometimes even against the body's own
autoantigens they organize themselves into ordered structures, centers of
action. After the attack the experienced cells travel again through blood and
lymph vessels, now retain the memory of the system for the invader,

and migrate to sites where they remain until challenged by a new invasion.
We have learned a tremendous amount of molecular and cellular facts that
describe and explain the cells of the immune system, their generation,
reaction, survival and death, and Japanese immunologists have made
outstanding contributions to this knowledge. However, we have a very
limited knowledge of the space and time, in which all of this happens. IFReC
has heen faunded ta investigate this spatial organization of the immune
system with the most modern methods of fluorescent microscopical imaging
in space and time, and to use the open questions of the immune system to
develop even newer methods for a deeper understanding of these dynamic
processes - in health and in diseased states of our body and our immune
system.

The building, in which IFReC is going to advance to new frontiers of our
understanding of the immune system is now being opened. | congratulate
Professor Tadamitsu Kishimoto for this momentous event that marks a
stunning success of his long efforts and dreams. | congratulate Professor
Shizuo Akira for his tireless efforts to assemble an outstanding team of
researchers that will work in the new building, and that carry the promise of
future success and enlightenment, and | wish the team, my colleagues, all
the luck in the world to make the breakthrough discoveries that will allow us
see the immune system like never before"

Fritz Melchers
Senior Research Group Leader
Max Planck- Institute for Infection Biology



